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BREAST CANCER MONTH 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.25 pm]: I rise tonight to 
say a few words about a breakfast that I attended this morning in support of the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation—the Perth Global Illumination Touch of Pink Breakfast. For those who might not be aware, this is 
a fantastic morning. This year more than 500 women and few men got up early, wore a touch of pink and came 
together to be part of the official launch of breast cancer month. 

This breakfast is an annual event and is supported by a number of members in this house. I particularly recognise 
Hon Liz Behjat and Hon Sue Ellery, who have been very strong supporters of this breakfast over many years. It 
is a very important breakfast that not only officially launches the month on behalf of the foundation but also 
provides a fantastic opportunity to raise vital funds for research into the prevention, detection and treatment of 
breast cancer. Today the guest speaker was a young woman by the name of Skye Faithfull, who told her story. 
I think that when she finished, there was not a person in that room who did not have a tear in their eye. 

The fact is that breast cancer is the most common cancer diagnosed in women. In 2014, an estimated 
15 270 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer. Each day, around 42 women will be diagnosed and, 
although the numbers are a lot less, there are also men diagnosed with breast cancer. By the age of 85, one in 
eight Australian women will have been diagnosed. Although many women will be successfully treated and with 
all the research and everything that has gone on, we are in a better place than we were a few years ago, we know 
that tragically many women will not survive. I can cite those statistics here tonight, but every one of those 
numbers represents thousands of women diagnosed who are mothers, daughters, grandmothers, nieces, aunts, 
friends and companions. Each and every one of us in this house knows someone who has been touched by this 
terrible disease. They are not statistics; they are real people dealing with a terrible disease. It is for this reason 
that events such as this morning are so important. Equally, it is pleasing to see more and more landmarks and 
monuments lit up each year in pink, not only here in Perth but across Australia and overseas, all with the aim of 
putting a spotlight on and raising greater awareness of breast cancer. For members’ benefit, some of the 
landmarks around WA—22 are being lit up—include King Edward Memorial Hospital, Crown Perth, Council 
House and the Swan belltower. Even at a regional level we have places like the Geraldton Police Station, the 
Cue Shire Council and others that are showing their support. In this regard I want to thank you, Mr President, 
and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly for again agreeing for the third year in a row to light up Parliament 
House. I also recognise Hon Liz Behjat who originally put the proposal to you, Mr President. It was especially 
recognised at the breakfast this morning that this house would be lit up. 

I conclude by congratulating the wonderful Jenny Rogers and her team who once again put on an amazing event. 
We all had a lovely time and a lovely breakfast and vital funds were raised. Jenny said in her concluding remarks 
today that they were on track to raise well in excess of $100 000. All of those funds will go towards fighting 
breast cancer, and I think that is the most wonderful and worthwhile cause. I want tonight to simply congratulate 
them for a fantastic event. 
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